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Press release/Presseinformation


Honorary Consul Andreas Lapp organised 10th "Stuttgart meets Mumbai" wine festival
Wine and curry accompany exchange
Stuttgart/Mumbai, 12 January 2014
"I am passionate about India", declared Andreas Lapp. The successful Stuttgart businessman and Honorary Consul to the Republic of India for Baden-Württemberg and Rhineland-Palatinate once again invitied guests to the "Stuttgart meets Mumbai" wine festival in the grounds of the Taj Lands End Hotel in Mumbai, now in its tenth year. Andreas Lapp was accompanied by a 27-strong delegation, made up of business people, film, tourism and education experts, and wine producers from the region.

The focus of the two day wine festival this year was "Tourism and Film". The festival aims to help guests make and deepen contacts with decision makers in a pleasant atmosphere. The guests were treated to wine from the Württemberg region, with Andreas Lapp and the travelling wine producers having brought around 1,000 bottles with them. This was accompanied by Swabian and Indian cuisine, folk music and a range of information at various stands. The guests were presented with an Indo-German stage show, featuring acrobats, folk dance, light shows and music.  

Many information events were held during the day, covering topics such as tourism in south-west Germany or the German film industry. The programme also featured workshops about the cultural differences between Germany and India, along with a wine workshop with tasting. The links between Stuttgart and Mumbai have a long history: In March 1968, the cities of Mumbai and Stuttgart signed the partnership charter. In the 46 years that have followed, a dense network of cooperation has grown through this partnership, which both stimulates the partnership and carries it forward. The roots of Stuttgart's relationship with India are even older, as the city was previously the location of the Indo-German Society and the Indo-German Chamber of Commerce.

A relationship of trust and cooperation between Stuttgart and Mumbai has been established in culture, education, politics, business and health. One of the cultural highlights of this cooperation is the annual Indian Film Festival, which took place for the first time in Stuttgart in 2004 and is the largest festival of its kind outside India.

This year's delegation from Stuttgart, led by the mayor Dr Martin Schairer, will be in Mumbai from the 9-14 January 2014 to maintain existing contacts and to instigate new projects as part of the cities' partnership. The delegation is made up of representatives from the University of Stuttgart, the Baden-Württemberg Cooperative State University, and the city council.
On Friday evening, 10 January 2014, mayor Dr Martin Schairer opened the "Stuttgart meets Mumbai" wine festival, now celebrating its tenth year. "Mumbai and Stuttgart have enjoyed a successful partnership for 46 years. In this time, we have built strong links in areas like education, business, politics and culture", said mayor Dr Martin Schairer. "Stuttgart meets Mumbai is an ideal platform for business people, creative minds, education experts and politicians to make new contacts and share experiences."

Andreas Lapp himself has been Honorary Consul to the Republic of India since 2001. In order to promote cultural exchange, he supports many Indian events in Stuttgart and the region. To deepen the business relationships between the two nations, he also founded the Indian Business Center, which helps Indian companies to quickly gain a foothold in Germany. 

Andreas Lapp is Chairman of the Stuttgart-based Lapp Group, a leading supplier of integrated solutions and branded products for cable and connection technology. As early as the mid 90's, the company founded a subsidiary in the Indian market and now has two production sites in Bangalore and Bhopal for its ÖLFLEX® cable. Both sites produce mainly for the domestic market. The Lapp product portfolio includes cable and highly flexible wires, industrial connectors and screw technology, customised cabling solutions, automation technology and technical accessories. Its core markets are in the mechanical and plant engineering and electronics manufacturing sectors, with rapid market expansion in the renewable energy, mobility and life science industries. 

The Lapp Group has remained in continuous family ownership since it was founded in 1959. In the 2011/12 financial year, it recorded total consolidated sales of 860 million euros. It employs some 3,150 people, operates 17 production sites and 41 sales companies and cooperates with approximately 100 national partners worldwide.
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