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Lapp Group and FPE Fischer Collaborating on Connection Systems for the Global Photovoltaic Industry 

Memorandum of understanding (MOU) to enter into a joint venture signed at Intersolar in Munich - Joint development, production and global marketing of new connection systems for photovoltaic modules

Stuttgart/Leutkirch, 14 June 2011 
Stuttgart's Lapp Group, one of the leading suppliers of integrated solutions and branded products for cable and connection technology, is joining forces with FPE Fischer, manufacturer of the globally patented aluminium junction boxes for photovoltaic modules. Both companies are looking to develop, produce and globally market new and innovative connection systems for the photovoltaic industry as part of a joint venture. A memorandum of understanding (MOU) to this effect was signed by both parties at the Intersolar exhibition in Munich. 
The two companies view this technological and commercial collaboration as having significant strategic and economic advantages for their future positioning on the dynamic global photovoltaic market. The internationally established Lapp Group will be contributing its expertise in cable and connection technology for C-Si and thin-film modules, as well as its experience with pre-assembled cables and connectors, and screwed cable glands for junction boxes for photovoltaic modules. Rapidly expanding FPE Fischer will be contributing with its innovative aluminium junction boxes, as well as junction box electronics and control systems. In the process, the joint venture will benefit from the global logistics and sales network of the Lapp Group.   
Both companies presented the first joint development at the Intersolar Europe exhibition in Munich, Germany. It is the new, revolutionary EPIC® SOLAR RAZOR junction box with modular construction and unique electronics accessibility. In line with the motto ‘think outside the box’, the partners have created a completely new connection concept. 
“Lapp and FPE Fischer complement each other perfectly and our revolutionary EPIC® SOLAR RAZOR junction box shows how we can give the photovoltaic market new impulses,” explains Siegbert Lapp, member of the board of Lapp Group.  “We see enormous potential for both companies in this combination of FPE's innovative capabilities and agility with Lapp's extensive experience and global network. Lapp, as a long-standing system provider of cable and connection technology, demands the same high standard of quality and shares our innovative spirit. This is a superb platform on which to base our future collaboration and the development of new and successful products,” added Thomas Hoffmeister, Managing Director of FPE Fischer, at the signing ceremony. 
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(Caption)

Siegbert Lapp, member of the board of Lapp Group, and Thomas Hoffmeister, Managing Director of FPE Fischer signed an agreement at Intersolar Europe to cooperate on connection systems for the photovoltaic industry
Picture (jpg) and text (doc) available from www.lappkabel.de
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About FPE Fischer:
FPE Fischer GmbH, a company headquartered in Leutkirch (Germany) is the producer of the worldwide patented aluminium junction boxes for PV modules. The fast growing company provides leading intelligent cooling solutions to customers around the globe. At the headquarters, research & development, purchase as well as sales & marketing are located. The company produces its products in modern manufacturing plants in China and Taiwan. More information about FPE Fischer can be found at: www.fpe-fischer.de.
About the Lapp Group:

Headquartered in Stuttgart, Germany, the Lapp Group is a leading supplier of integrated wire, cabling and connector products and solutions. Its offering includes electrical and fibre optic cables, industrial plug-in and screw connectors, cabling solutions, automation technology and technical accessories. Lapp Group’s core markets are in the mechanical and plant engineering and electronics manufacturing sectors, with rapid market expansion in the renewable energy, mobility and life science industries.
Lapp Group has remained in continuous family ownership since it was founded in 1959. In the 2009/10 financial year, it recorded total consolidated sales of 633 million euros. It employs some 2,800 people, operates 15 production sites and 40 sales companies and cooperates with approximately100 national partners worldwide. 
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