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Press release


Lapp Customized Products
Unusual Solutions for Extraordinary applications
Stuttgart/Hanover, April 4, 2011

Many things are possible with smart solutions in cable technology – The Stuttgart-based Lapp Group will be demonstrating some examples the Hanover Fair (Hall 11/C03) with its innovative customized cable products that have recently been registered for patents.

The highlight is a luminous cable, which charges in daylight or artificial light and then emits a clearly visible blue or yellow glow for at least six hours. Jürgen Schambier, Head of Customized Products, says: "There are many applications where our luminous cables are the ideal solution to safety concerns, offering aid in orientation and helping to prevent people from tripping and falling – for example at concerts or other large-scale events, in poorly lit rooms, houses, halls or on construction sites. They are also great for use in advertising."
The luminescence is generated by patented pigments that are mixed into the PVC or PUR cable sheath. The pigments are classified as non-poisonous and do not emit any dangerous radiation, nor do they grey over time. They can be charged as often as required by exposure to light, and their light intensity and persistence values are well above the specifications of DIN 67510-4: even after three hours, their light intensity is almost double the level prescribed in the DIN standard after one hour.
 
During production, the luminous layer is either applied to the entire sheath or added in stripes covering, for example, 30% or 70% of the sheath, in a similar way to a green/yellow earth wire. In order to protect the cables from wear and damage, Lapp recommends adding a very thin, transparent outer sheath. This makes the cables easy to clean without affecting the performance of the luminous layer. Sample cables in yellow and blue are on display at the Hanover Fair. 
Another new product is a cable with tactile markings. 
A laser beam is used to permanently label the cable insulation in braille for the blind. The material is cut away so precisely that the "dots" are 100% tactile and legible, meeting the requirements of DIN 32976.


Jürgen Schambier says: "Our tactile cables were tested by blind people at the Nikolauspflege care centre in Stuttgart, with very positive results." This opens up new career opportunities for the blind and severely visually impaired, such as using the meter and cable markings to cut the cables to length and perform assembly tasks. A coding system has been defined to facilitate tactile cable recognition for situations where the cable diameter is too small to allow the braille to be printed on it.
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Lapp’s Customized Products department comes up with unusual solutions for extraordinary applications
Text and image available for download at www.lappkabel.com/news

About the Lapp Group:

Headquartered in Stuttgart, Germany, the Lapp Group is a leading supplier of integrated wire, cabling and connector products and solutions. Its offering includes electrical and fibre optic cables, industrial plug-in and screw connectors, cabling solutions, automation technology and technical accessories. Lapp Group’s core markets are in the mechanical and plant engineering and electronics manufacturing sectors, with rapid market expansion in the renewable energy, mobility and life science industries.
Lapp Group has remained in continuous family ownership since it was founded in 1959. In the 2009/10 financial year, it recorded total consolidated sales of 633 million euros. It employs some 2,800 people, operates 15 production sites and 40 sales companies and cooperates with approximately100 national partners worldwide. 
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