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Official launch of Windcluster Baden-Württemberg
Giving a voice to the wind power industry in the German state of Baden-Württemberg

Stuttgart, 7 June 2011

May this year saw the creation of Windcluster Baden-Württemberg (Windcluster BW). The people behind this body first met in September 2010. The official launch on 13 May in Stuttgart was attended by 21 companies, and the total number of founder members stands at 28. These include well-known companies such as Lapp Kabel, Würth, Mahle, Strabag, Windreich, Solar-complex and EnBW Erneuerbare Energien, as well as organizations like the Centre for Solar Energy and Hydrogen Research in Stuttgart and the GLS Bank, which focuses on providing finance to social and environmental projects.

“Wind generation in the state of Baden-Württemberg is the lowest in the whole of Germany – despite the fact that many of the leading wind power companies in the country, and indeed the world, are based here,” comments Walter Döring, Chairman of Windcluster BW. For example, Baden-Württemberg is home to over 100 companies that supply ENERCON, Germany’s largest manufacturer of wind turbines. “The growth of wind power translates directly into increased orders and commercial success for companies in Baden-Württemberg, which safeguards jobs in the region. However, this fact is not widely known by people here – and that is something we want to change.”
In April 2011, Baden-Württemberg elected a new state government, and the coalition agreement committed the parties involved to meeting 10 per cent of the state’s energy needs from local wind power by the year 2020 – a development which Windcluster BW is very pleased to see. “We will support any state or national government in Germany in its efforts to switch to renewables, as wind energy will play a central role in these,” says Döring. “We welcome the new state government’s coalition agreement, with its pleasingly ambitious targets for the expansion of wind power, and we will do all we can to help it achieve these.”
Windcluster BW will campaign publicly for the expansion of wind power, and promote Baden-Württemberg as a centre of the industry. As part of these efforts, it will seek to build relationships with representatives of other sectors and every level of local government in Baden-Württemberg. Windcluster BW also aims to intensify contacts and collaboration between its members and within the Baden-Württemberg wind power industry more generally. It will encourage interdisciplinary cooperation between companies, generators and research institutions, and set up multi-stakeholder projects.
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About the Lapp Group
Headquartered in Stuttgart, Germany, the Lapp Group is a leading supplier of integrated wire, cabling and connector products and solutions. Its offering includes electrical and fibre optic cables, industrial plug-in and screw connectors, cabling solutions, automation technology and technical accessories. Lapp Group’s core markets are in the mechanical and plant engineering and electronics manufacturing sectors, with rapid market expansion in the renewable energy, mobility and life science industries.
Lapp Group has remained in continuous family ownership since it was founded in 1959. In the 2009/10 financial year, it recorded total consolidated sales of 633 million euros. It employs some 2,800 people, operates 15 production sites and 40 sales companies and cooperates with approximately100 national partners worldwide. 
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