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Press release


Press release on the speech by Armin Hess, executive vice president U.I.Lapp GmbH

Renewable Energy – What Users Expect from Lapp

With Special Trucks to The Building Site

Stuttgart, July 2009

For the Lapp Group, based in Stuttgart, the renewable energy sector has developed into a rapid growth industry. Since 2001, customers have been offered specific product programmes, which are specially suited to this area. The programme are continuously being improved and expanded. Successfully: this has enabled the Lapp Group to increase its share of sales from 0 to 10% worldwide. The trend continues. "We find ourselves in an upturn now. The number of orders is steadily growing and production is increasing," says Armin Hess.
An important part of this success is the customer-orientated service that Lapp offers worldwide. "The user's expectations must be met," says Hess. For example, the fitter wants simple operation of the products, high passive safety and internationally uniform systems. The technician expects support with problems, no failures, certificates, simple construction and test opportunities. The businessman wants stable prices despite variations in raw materials, reliable delivery and simple processes and the owner favours internationally established, financially stable, reliable and innovative partners.

Specific examples:

· Thanks to international laboratories and test centres, Lapp can offer a high level of technical competency and thus provide tailor-made solutions.

· 3-D service with design and construction support – saving the customer up to 70% of his time and costs.

· Exact coordination of product specifications. This is how the ÖLFLEX® TORSION has been developed for use in the loop in wind turbines. It not only rotates by up to +/-150 degrees, but it is also especially cold resistant. The new development is the result of a request from a wind turbine producer, who wanted build a wind park in Mongolia.
· To gather as much experience as possible in the area of photovoltaics, a solar unit was installed on the roof of the Lapp logistics building in Stuttgart. Tailor-made products such as the assembled EPIC® SOLAR connectors or the integrated ÖLFLEX® SOLAR XLR cable are the results of this.

· The ÖLFLEX® ROBUST has been developed for biogas plants. Thanks to experience in sewage technology, this cable is especially resistant to a range of aggressive oils, acids and alkalis.

· The products can be delivered pre-assembled on request. They are cut to length or stripped. The customer no longer needs tools.

· Cable drums are labelled according to customer specification. For example, the label may display the delivery location, time and contact person.

· As the building sites for new wind turbines are often difficult to access, Lapp delivers using all-wheel-drive trucks that can be unloaded from above as there is often only one crane available. Delivery times are specified exactly to the minute as well to avoid chaos on arrival. 

· For installing solar units, Lapp often provides containers that are fully equipped with cables and cable accessories and with a working place.

· Constant expansion of competencies through work in committees, presence at trade fairs and congresses and use of international networks.

Examples of application from all over the world:

· Tidal power plant in South Korea: Lapp delivered special cables that can withstand underwater pressure as well as the packing with the appropriate cable glands. The plant is being built in Europe and will then be immersed in the sea.

· New Mercedes-Benz S 400 BlueHYBRID: The automotive supplier Continental used assembled connectors for the lithium-ion batteries for use in the series production of the hybrid cars. 
· Bovera Solar Park (Spain): The WIRSOL SOLAR AG from Waghäusel in Baden-Württemberg has built a 1.1088 MWp solar power plant with a total of 5,040 solar modules on an area of 24,700 square metres. 20 kilometres of ÖLFLEX® SOLAR XLV cables were used.
· Fuel cell in sewage treatment plant in Möhringen, Stuttgart: It was here that Baden-Württemberg’s first high-temperature fuel cell using sewage gas was tested. PUR and PVC sheathed ÖLFLEX® ROBUST cables are used for actuation with "unclean" sewage.

· Fino II research platform in the Baltic Sea: 2.5 kilometres of UNITRONIC® data cables were used to measure the wind strength, wind direction, air temperature, water surface temperature, air humidity, condensation and the radiation on the unmanned research platform.

· Pilot photovoltaic unit in Jordan: The first pilot photovoltaic plant with ÖLFLEX® SOLAR multi XL cables was officially opened at the “King’s Academy” in Madaba, a respected boarding school in Jordan. 

· Offshore Wind Parks in the North Sea. Around 45 km from the coast of Borkum, six Multibrid M5000 Offshore wind turbines were installed to test power generation. They were anchored 30 metres below the sea and had to be wind- and weather-resistant. ÖLFLEX® CLASSIC 110 control cables and halogen-free ÖLFLEX® CP PUR control cables are being used for the gondola's cabling.

· Thin-film solar power plant in South Korea: South Korea’s largest thin-film solar power plant was opened recently in Yongju. It has a capacity of three megawatts. The connection technology was realised with ÖLFLEX® SOLAR cables and EPIC® SOLAR industrial connectors.

· Sanxia Dam in China: The impressive Three Gorges Dam on the Yangtze River (2,309 metres long, 185 metres high) uses ÖLFLEX® CLASSIC 100 connecting and control cables with coloured wires and the ÖLFLEX® CLASSIC 110 with numbered wires for the eight generator cooling systems' power and control cabinets.

· Suzlon Wind Turbine Manufacturer:  Lapp has been delivering systems for the Indian turbine giant for years now. Huge wind parks in India and the USA already use Lapp cabling.

Armin Hess: "The customers value our international experience and our individual service. That is the secret of our success."

About Lapp Group:

The Stuttgart-based Lapp Group is one of the most important manufacturers and suppliers of highly flexible cables, cable accessories, industrial connectors, preassembled cables and communication technology. Its world-famous brands include ÖLFLEX® connecting and control cables, UNITRONIC® data cables, HITRONIC® fibre optic cables, SKINTOP® cable glands, SILVYN® cable protection and guiding systems, FLEXIMARK® marking systems, EPIC® industrial connectors, ETHERLINE® components for active network technology.
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