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Press release


Lapp Kabel presents innovative new solar connector at Intersolar Europe
More energy with EPIC® SOLAR 4 Thin

Stuttgart, June 2010

Substantial energy losses within photovoltaic plants are now a thing of the past. The Stuttgart-based Lapp Group is presenting the innovative new EPIC® SOLAR 4 Thin solar connector, with the lowest contact resistance of all at less than 0.2 mOhm, at the Intersolar Europe trade fair in Munich (9 to 11 June 2010, Hall C4, stand 559). The device substantially increases the efficiency of a plant. "On average, the contact resistance for other connectors is greater by a factor of 10. At 0.2 mOhm, we lead the pack," highlights Stefan Koch, Product Manager at Lapp Kabel.

However, that isn't the only ace up the sleeve of the new EPIC® SOLAR 4 Thin: thanks to the 4-mm connector system with twin engagement hooks, photovoltaic modules can now be connected together not only rapidly but also securely. Furthermore, the patented contact system prevents significant increases in temperature due to the current, thus greatly reducing the ageing process on the connector. The temperature range is from -40 to +105 degrees Celsius and the strain relief values are also extremely high.

At 12 mm, the EPIC® SOLAR 4 Thin has a particularly flat design. This enables the preassembled connectors to be packed more efficiently and means less space is required for their installation later on. The wide spectrum of conductor cross-sections, ranging from 1.5 mm² to 6 mm², is yet another plus point for users.

As an additional security feature, the connector comes equipped with a tailored pull-out order thanks to special welded connections. The new EPIC® SOLAR 4 Thin also successfully passed inspection by the TÜV Rheinland (EN 50521) for connectors in photovoltaic systems – perfect timing for the Intersolar fair. UL certification for the North American market is currently being prepared. 
Stefan Koch explains: "The new EPIC® SOLAR 4 Thin is certainly the best and most innovative solar connector currently available on the market. And it's made in Germany – that's something we can really be proud of."
About the Lapp Group:

The Stuttgart-based Lapp Group is one of the most important manufacturers and suppliers of highly flexible cables, leads, cable accessories, industrial connectors, preassembled cables and communication technology. Its world-famous brands include ÖLFLEX® connection and control cables, UNITRONIC® data cables, HITRONIC® fibre optic cables, SKINTOP® screwed cable glands, SILVYN® cable protection and guiding systems, FLEXIMARK® marking systems, EPIC® industrial connectors and ETHERLINE® components for active network technology.
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