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The Lapp Group at the Hannover Messe
Innovations galore in the Year of the Dragon
Stuttgart, 13. March 2012

The Stuttgart-based Lapp Group will be presenting a number of new developments at this year’s Hannover Messe, with the emphasis on innovative products geared towards the Group’s core markets: machine building and mechanical and plant engineering. And because China is the official Partner Country for the Hannover Messe 2012, Lapp Group will be adopting a thoroughly oriental flavour: the stand in Hall 11 C03 will be decked out to reflect the Year of the Dragon, with plenty of entertaining surprises in store for visitors.
One feature guaranteed to prove a popular draw will be a miniature racetrack some 24-plus metres in length, modelled after the Formula 1 track in Shanghai. Here eight Lapp Porsches will race, all controlled exclusively using UNITRONIC® fieldbus technology created by Lapp. For example, the selected vehicle will drive onto the track entirely automatically – controlled via AS-Interface fieldbus solutions from Lapp. The energy for the slots on the track will be supplied by a miniature drag chain (SILVYN® CHAIN energy supply system) in combination with the ÖLFLEX® FD 855 P continuous flex cable, which is particularly designed to withstand tough operating conditions, and two very fine-wire UNITRONIC® AS-Interface Bus FD cables. This will be used to position the Porsche on the race track. The race will be monitored using active AS-Interface modules and an IP camera. A further special feature will be the two hand-held control units for the driver. These will use solar cells to set the vehicle’s speed: to accelerate, the driver simply holds the control unit up to the light. There will also be an intelligent control system, which will monitor the race all the way round the race course using eight built-in sensors for each driving lane, while also keeping track of the number of laps driven and the driving time elapsed. These sensors will be mounted on bridges, and information will be retrieved from them using the AS-Interface fieldbus system. “We are using this racetrack to demonstrate our expertise as a system supplier for automation – a one-stop shop providing everything our customers require,” says Executive Vice President Michael Collet, and adds: “Plus, it is fun!”
Visitors to the Hannover Messe will find that Lapp has recently expanded its portfolio considerably in this field. There has, for example, been a complete realignment in the area of HITRONIC® fibre optic cables. For a start, the mechanical resilience and price-performance ratio have been optimized on all existing HITRONIC® products. There have also been new developments in terms of outdoor industrial applications: to promote long-distance data transmission, the specifications have been changed on the HITRONIC® HQN 1500 Outdoor Cable and the HITRONIC® HVN 5000 Outdoor Cable, making them exceptionally tough and suitable for direct burial. We also now offer a mechanically reinforced variant with extra sheathing, for use in harsh conditions and providing protection against rodents (HITRONIC® HQW Armoured Outdoor Cable). And for direct, tertiary cabling in buildings and for connections with terminal equipment, there’s the HITRONIC® Breakout Cable.
In terms of mechanical and plant engineering, the most important new development is the ÖLFLEX® SERVO FD 796 CP motor cable, which was presented for the first time at the SPC IPC Drives trade fair in Nuremberg in 2011. This premium cable replaces seven older types of servo motor cables at once and is the ideal solution for state-of-the-art machinery and plants that operate at high speeds and with high levels of acceleration. There are also four new series of cable chains: ÖLFLEX® CHAIN 808 and ÖLFLEX® CHAIN 809 and their shielded variants. All four are particularly well-suited to handling light and medium wear in mechanical engineering and materials handling, offering an exceptionally good price-performance ratio for this segment. 
The latest edition of “The World of Lapp”, the Lapp Group main catalogue, will also come out in time for the Hannover Messe 2012: 1,000-odd pages presenting the full range of branded products for the perfect connection, along with a wealth of technical tips and services. The new edition is somewhat thinner, making it more manageable and customer-friendly – yet it remains unmatched in terms of the massive selection on offer. The Lapp Group portfolio includes cables and highly flexible connections, industrial connectors and screw joint technology, customized cable assemblies and system solutions, automation technology and technical accessories for virtually any application – in mechanical and plant engineering, equipment and apparatus engineering or growth sectors such as renewable energy, mobility and life sciences industries. Naturally, all new developments are included in the latest edition of the catalogue. And for the first time ever, “The World of Lapp” will be appearing in German, English, Chinese, Italian, Polish and Spanish – simultaneously and with exactly the same content in each language. 
There are also plenty of new developments in the fields of renewable energy and e-mobility. For example, the Lapp Group – in collaboration with Konarka Technologies – will be exhibiting organic solar cells for integration into buildings. For these cells, Lapp has developed the new EPIC® SOLAR MAP – a junction box designed for welding onto the building, thereby allowing organic modules by Konarka to be affixed automatically. And as a tangible demonstration of the Lapp Group’s system solutions for new vehicle concepts, there will also be an electrically powered car that uses Lapp cables.

The new ÖLFLEX® SERVO FD 796 CP is the ideal solution for high speeds and high levels of acceleration.
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Keeping visitors entertained while illustrating the Lapp Group’s expertise as a system supplier for automation: a miniature racetrack
Text and image available for download at www.lappkabel.com/news
About the Lapp Group:
Headquartered in Stuttgart, Germany, the Lapp Group is a leading supplier of integrated wire, cabling and connector products and solutions. Its offering includes electrical and fibre optic cables, industrial plug-in and screw connectors, cabling solutions, automation technology and technical accessories. The Lapp Group’s core markets are in the mechanical and plant engineering and electronics manufacturing sectors, with rapid market expansion in the renewable energy, transportation and life science industries.
The Lapp Group has remained in continuous family ownership since it was founded in 1959. In the 2010/11 financial year, it recorded total consolidated sales of 847 million euros. It employs some 3,000 people, operates 15 production sites and 41 sales companies and cooperates with approximately 100 national partners worldwide. 
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