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Press release


Stuttgart's Oskar Lapp Foundation reinforces its commitment to cardiovascular research
Oskar Lapp Research Prize 2012 and Oskar Lapp Grant 2012 awarded
Stuttgart, July 9th, 2012

Stuttgart's Oskar Lapp Foundation is taking a step further in the work it is committed to carrying out: in addition to the Oskar Lapp Research Prize, worth 12,000 euros, this year the foundation has also awarded the Oskar Lapp Grant for the first time. The recipient of this grant receives  up to 20,000 euros to help purchase resources and materials. According to Ursula Ida Lapp, chair of the foundation's board of trustees, "We want to give young scientists more incentive to get involved in the specific area of cardiovascular research. There is still a need for much better research into prophylaxis, diagnostics, therapy and rehabilitation for coronary heart disease."

The Oskar Lapp Foundation was founded in 1992 in honour of the Stuttgart-based businessman Oskar Lapp, who died on 25th of April 1987 as a result of a heart attack. Traditionally, prize winners are presented with their awards at the annual conference of the German Cardiac Society (DGK) in Mannheim, and this year was no different. 
The Oskar Lapp Research Prize 2012 was awarded to Dr Christian Besler at the University Hospital Zurich. He conducted investigations into therapeutic strategies aimed at increasing HDL cholesterol levels in patients with coronary heart disease.
Dr Gilbert Weidinger from Dresden University of Technology was the recipient of the Oskar Lapp Grant 2012. His work focuses on zebrafish, which are able to grow new heart muscle cells if their hearts have been damaged. Dr Weidinger now wants to investigate the molecular mechanisms behind this. The grant is generally intended to support medical scientists involved in experimental or clinical work, as well as natural scientists who conduct experimental and clinical-based research. It offers a two-year period of sponsorship.
In addition to the Lapp family members involved in the company, the Oskar Lapp Foundation's board of trustees is made up of Prof. Dr Gunther Arnold (former secretary general of the German Cardiac Society), Prof. Dr Anton Both (Medical Director (ret.) at the Klinikum Stuttgart clinical centre's Katharinenhospital), Dr Rolf Thieringer (first mayor of the state capital Stuttgart (ret.)), Prof. Dr Roderich C. Thümmel (lawyer), Prof. Dr Thomas Nordt (Medical Director at the Klinikum Stuttgart clinical centre's Katharinenhospital) and Konstantinos Papoutsis (secretary general of the German Cardiac Society). 

For donations, the Oskar Lapp Foundation's bank details are as follows:  Baden-Württembergische Bank, account no. 2076087, sort code 600 501 01.
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Caption:

Photo from the prizegiving ceremony: board of trustees member Prof. Dr Anton Both, conference president Prof. Dr Ellen Hoffmann, founder Volker Lapp, prizewinner Dr Christian Besler, founder Ursula Ida Lapp, German Cardiac Society President Prof. Dr Georg Ertl, and Oskar Lapp Grant winner Dr Gilbert Weidinger. Photo by German Cardiac Society/Thomas Hauss
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About the Lapp Group:
Headquartered in Stuttgart, Germany, the Lapp Group is a leading supplier of integrated wire, cabling and connector products and solutions. Its offering includes electrical and fibre optic cables, industrial plug-in and screw connectors, cabling solutions, automation technology and technical accessories. Lapp Group’s core markets are in the mechanical and plant engineering and electronics manufacturing sectors, with rapid market expansion in the renewable energy, mobility and life science industries.
Lapp Group has remained in continuous family ownership since it was founded in 1959. In the 2010/11 financial year, it recorded total consolidated sales of 847 million euros. It employs some 3,000 people, operates 15 production sites and 41 sales companies and cooperates with approximately100 national partners worldwide. 
U.I.Lapp GmbH
Schulze-Delitzsch-Straße 25

D-70565 Stuttgart

A Lapp Group company
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