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Press Release

New LAPP products at Hannover Messe 2019

High-Performance Switches for PROFINET
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Image 1: At Hannover Messe 2019, LAPP will be showcasing new models in the ETHERLINE ACCESS series, including ones designed for PROFINET networks
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Hannover/Stuttgart, March 20th, 2019

LAPP – more than just cables and connectors. The global market leader in integrated solutions in cable and connection technology has recently added active components such as switches for industrial data communications to its portfolio of products. LAPP will be showcasing new models in the ETHERLINE ACCESS series, including ones designed for PROFINET networks, in Hall 11, Stand C03 at Hannover Messe 2019. 

The new switches have 4, 8 or 16 ports, which can be identified through their abbreviated names: PNF04T, PNF08T and PNF16T. They also meet the PROFINET Conformance Class B requirements: The switch can tell whether the telegram is an enquiry from the Web, an FTP file transfer, a media stream or a PROFINET telegram. When the transfer load is high, the switch can prioritise the important PROFINET telegrams and prevent any telegram delays, so users get a very compact and highly robust solution for a wide range of industrial uses.

The switches for PROFINET are part of LAPP’s ETHERLINE ACCESS family, which already includes switches for industrial Ethernet (managed and unmanaged). They feature an impressively short reconfiguration time, i.e. the period until communication is restored following an interruption. The switches are also fully equipped with cutting-edge diagnostic and redundancy features.

First single pair Ethernet cable 
Until now, the rule of thumb for data cables in factories has been “faster = better”. And yet both Cat.6 and Cat.7 cables are too much for connecting individual sensors at the field level of factory automation. Single pair Ethernet cables are the better alternative here. Instead of four pairs of conductors, they have just one. This results in a saving of 75 per cent of the time when connecting the pair of conductors. These cables are also affordable and thin, so they are perfect when space is at a premium. LAPP will be presenting the first single pair Ethernet cables under the name of ETHERLINE T1 FLEX at Hannover Messe. The next step towards widespread industrial use of single pair Ethernet is the development of appropriate connectors. LAPP is currently working on a consistent standard for connectors with other manufacturers and standards bodies.

LAPP will be showcasing its switches from the ETHERLINE ACCESS product family in Hall 11, Stand C03 at Hannover Messe 2019.
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Image 2: Single Pair Ethernet cables save time connecting and offer data rates that are sufficient for individual sensors at the field level.
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About LAPP:
Headquartered in Stuttgart, Germany, LAPP is a leading supplier of integrated solutions and branded products in the field of cable and connection technology. The company’s portfolio includes standard and highly flexible cables, industrial connectors and cable entry systems, customized system solutions, automation technology and robotics solutions for the intelligent factory of the future, as well as technical accessories. LAPP’s core market is in the industrial machinery and plant engineering sector. Other key markets are in the food industry as well as the energy and the mobility sector.
LAPP has remained in continuous family ownership since it was founded in 1959. In the 2017/18 business year, it generated consolidated revenue of 1,153 million euros. LAPP currently employs approximately 4,245 people across the world, has 18 production sites and around 44 sales companies. It also works in cooperation with around 100 foreign representatives.
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