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Cooperation between FPE and Lapp gets underway 

A global player in innovative photovoltaic connection technology, concepts and system solutions – new product lines and developments 
Stuttgart/Leutkirch, Germany, April 30, 2012 

Thanks to the cooperation between the Stuttgart-based Lapp Group and FPE Fischer, the dynamic market for innovative photovoltaic connection technology has gained a new global player. The joint photovoltaics product range on offer from the two companies now covers two new product lines: COOL SIDE, for patented aluminium junction boxes, and SMART SIDE, for plastic junction boxes and components, providing innovative solutions for the further development of crystalline modules and for new developments such as organic photovoltaics.

The first jointly developed innovations in the SMART SIDE product line are the FPE PL 008 plastic junction box and the EPIC® SOLAR 4, a solar connector that can be assembled on site. The two partners will launch both products at Intersolar 2012 in Munich (13–15 June). The FPE PL 008 is a junction box made of top-quality plastic, for weatherproof cabling of photovoltaic plants. The PTFE membrane ensures the requisite pressure equalization while preventing the ingress of moisture and guaranteeing protection in accordance with protection rating IP 67. Energy efficiency is boosted by the reinforced holding power of the ribbons, while extruded screwed cable glands eliminate potential blockages. Thanks to their identical construction, production can be switched at any time between the FPE AL 008 (COOL SIDE) aluminium junction box and the new FPE PL 008 (SMART SIDE).
Compatible with the pre-assembled EPIC SOLAR 4 THIN, the new EPIC® Solar 4 solar connector represents a 2.5 and 4-6 mm connector system with twin snap-in hooks. By crimping the connector, electricians can join it to the cable on site, and connect it to Lapp/FPE junction boxes. 
In addition, the two partners are both working hard on introducing innovative concepts for junction boxes. Their first joint development was the groundbreaking EPIC® SOLAR RAZOR junction box with modular construction and unique electronics accessibility. It was launched in spring 2011, to great acclaim.
The Lapp Group is one of the world’s leading suppliers of integrated solutions and branded products for cabling and connector technology. FPE Fischer, founded in 1977 and based in Leutkirch, Germany, manufactures innovative connection technology for photovoltaic modules. The two partners have combined their strengths and knowledge, while leveraging the Lapp Group’s global sales and logistics network. 

Within the partnership, the Lapp Group is offering its expertise in cabling and connector technology for c-Si and thin-film modules, and its experience with pre-assembled cables and connectors and screwed cable glands for photovoltaic junction boxes. FPE Fischer meanwhile, is contributing its knowledge of innovative aluminium junction boxes, along with the electronics and control systems for these boxes.
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(Bildunterschrift)
The FPE PL 008 from Lapp and FPE Fischer is a junction box made of top-quality plastic, for weatherproof cabling for photovoltaic plants
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(Bildunterschrift)
The new EPIC® Solar 4 solar connector can be joined to the cable by solar engineers on site, and connected to Lapp/FPE junction boxes
Text and image available for download at www.lappkabel.com/press
About the Lapp Group:

Headquartered in Stuttgart, Germany, the Lapp Group is a leading supplier of integrated wire, cabling and connector products and solutions. Its offering includes electrical and fibre optic cables, industrial plug-in and screw connectors, cabling solutions, automation technology and technical accessories. Lapp Group’s core markets are in the mechanical and plant engineering and electronics manufacturing sectors, with rapid market expansion in the renewable energy, mobility and life science industries.
Lapp Group has remained in continuous family ownership since it was founded in 1959. In the 2010/11 financial year, it recorded total consolidated sales of 847 million euros. It employs some 3,000 people, operates 15 production sites and 41 sales companies and cooperates with approximately100 national partners worldwide. 

About FPE Fischer:
FPE Fischer GmbH, a company founded in 1977 and headquartered in Leutkirch (Germany) is the producer of the worldwide patented aluminium junction boxes for PV modules. The fast growing company provides leading intelligent cooling solutions to customers around the globe. At the headquarters, research & development, purchase as well as sales & marketing are located. The company produces its products in modern manufacturing plants in China and Taiwan. More information about FPE Fischer can be found at: www.fpe-fischer.de.
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