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Lapp Group and FPE Fischer sponsor Sustainable Leutkirch team in WAVE2011 tour 
Twenty teams to drive from Paris to Prague using renewable energy

Stuttgart/Leutkirch, 9 September 2011 
Louis Palmer is making headlines again. The Swiss adventurer, who drove a “solar taxi” around the world and created the annual Zero Emissions Race, is now taking part in the WAVE2011 Tour. The event sees twenty teams driving emission-free vehicles, visiting 30 European cities between 11 and 25 September. It is designed to demonstrate the potential of alternative forms of propulsion. 

One team, representing the “sustainable town” of Leutkirch im Allgäu in southern Germany, has particularly good connections. It is sponsored by the Stuttgart-based Lapp Group, one of the world’s leading suppliers of integrated, branded cable and connector products, and by FPE Fischer of Leutkirch, a manufacturer and distributor of globally patented aluminium junction boxes for photovoltaic modules. The team will be using a Mitsubishi i-Miev provided by EE-Tour, a company promoting the use of electric cars in tourism and based in Kempten, near Leutkirch. Driven by Christian Skrodski, the i-Miev is identical in basic design to the Citroën C-Zero and Peugeot iOn, and is the world’s first production electric car. 

WAVE2011 (WAVE stands for World Advanced Vehicle Expedition) will stop in Lapp’s home city of Stuttgart at about 2 pm on Friday 16 September. It will also visit the market square in Leutkirch in the late afternoon of Monday 19 September, and continue to Kempten the next morning. The vehicles will be recharged at solar charging stations in Stuttgart and Leutkirch, and members of the public will have a chance to find out more about the vehicles and the purpose of the tour. 

“Both of our companies are built on sustainability and innovation,” said Michael Collet, head of the Lapp Group’s Renewable Energy Competence Centre, and FPE Fischer chief executive Thomas Hoffmeister, in a joint statement. “The aims of WAVE2011 are the perfect complement to our own expertise, and we’ll be doing everything we can to support the Leutkirch team. We wish them every success in this challenging endeavour, and look forward to welcoming them in Stuttgart and Leutkirch.” Louis Palmer, who is also the organizer of WAVE2011, has become an international celebrity as a result of his commitment to solar energy. The tour begins in Paris on 11 September, and ends in Prague on 25 September. More details are available at www.wave2011.net. 

Electric cars are now a practical option for many people, some of whom generate their own electricity using home or communal photovoltaic systems. Leutkirch is an ideal stop for the tour: it has been using solar and other renewable energies for decades, and has been named as Germany’s most solar-friendly medium-sized town for three years running. The Sustainable Leutkirch team is also sponsored by the energy company EnBW and other local companies involved in renewable energy and sustainability. 

Joint venture

The two main sponsors, Lapp Group and FPE Fischer, are planning a joint venture to develop, manufacture and market high-tech connector systems for the global photovoltaic industry. They signed a letter of intent in mid-June, and believe that the venture offers significant strategic and financial benefits in this fast-growing international market. 

The Lapp Group offers expertise in cabling and connection technology for C-Si and thin-film modules, preassembled cables and connectors, and cable glands for photovoltaic module junction boxes. FPE Fischer is a fast-growing company specialising in high-tech aluminium junction boxes, and electronics and control technology for these. The joint venture will use Lapp’s worldwide logistics and distribution network. The two companies launched their first joint product at the Intersolar trade show in Munich last June. The revolutionary new EPIC SOLAR RAZOR® junction box is modular in design, with unrivalled ease of access to the electronics.The two partners have literally thought outside the box to develop a completely new connection technology. 

Picture (jpg) and text (doc) available from www.lappkabel.de
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About FPE Fischer:
FPE Fischer GmbH, a company headquartered in Leutkirch (Germany) is the producer of the worldwide patented aluminium junction boxes for PV modules. The fast growing company provides leading intelligent cooling solutions to customers around the globe. At the headquarters, research & development, purchase as well as sales & marketing are located. The company produces its products in modern manufacturing plants in China and Taiwan. More information about FPE Fischer can be found at: www.fpe-fischer.de.
About the Lapp Group:

Headquartered in Stuttgart, Germany, the Lapp Group is a leading supplier of integrated wire, cabling and connector products and solutions. Its offering includes electrical and fibre optic cables, industrial plug-in and screw connectors, cabling solutions, automation technology and technical accessories. Lapp Group’s core markets are in the mechanical and plant engineering and electronics manufacturing sectors, with rapid market expansion in the renewable energy, mobility and life science industries.
Lapp Group has remained in continuous family ownership since it was founded in 1959. In the 2009/10 financial year, it recorded total consolidated sales of 633 million euros. It employs some 2,800 people, operates 15 production sites and 40 sales companies and cooperates with approximately100 national partners worldwide. 
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