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Press release/Presseinformation


First contact made using a 700-metre UNITRONIC® cable 
Lapp Kabel involved in rescue of Chilean miners

Stuttgart, Germany, November 22, 2010

The whole world breathed a sigh of relief as the 33 miners were rescued alive from the San José gold and copper mine in Chile after 70 days trapped underground. But what not so many people are aware of is that a cable from Lapp Group played a small but significant part in the rescue. 

In mid August, some two weeks after the accident, a special, ultra-slim custom-made telephone was lowered down the first shaft that had been drilled to the emergency shelter where the miners were, some 700 metres below the surface. A normal telephone cable would not have been sturdy enough, so the handset was attached to a 700-metre long UNITRONIC® data cable that engineers had requisitioned from another mine nearby. The individual strands of the UNITRONIC® cable were wrapped with an additional layer of copper mesh shielding. 

Normally this sort of shielding is used to protect against electromagnetic interference. In this case, however, a “side-effect” was more important: it was the shielding that made the cable tough enough to be pulled through the narrow communication shaft without damage. Comments Theodor Hebel, CEO of the Lapp Group’s Chilean distributors Desimat: “In this way, our UNITRONIC® product made possible the first telephone contact between the miners and the surface. This was the first glimmer of hope that the story could still have a happy ending.” 

Download text at www.lappkabel.com/News/Press
About the Lapp Group:

Headquartered in Stuttgart, Germany, the Lapp Group is a leading supplier of integrated wire, cabling and connector products and solutions. Its offering includes electrical and fibre optic cables, industrial plug-in and screw connectors, cabling solutions, automation technology and technical accessories. Lapp Group’s core markets are in the mechanical and plant engineering and electronics manufacturing sectors, with rapid market expansion in the renewable energy, mobility and life science industries.
Lapp Group has remained in continuous family ownership since it was founded in 1959. In the 2008/09 financial year, it recorded total sales of 508 million euros. It employs some 2,600 people, and operates 16 manufacturing sites, 40 distribution subsidiaries and 100 representative offices. 
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