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Ursula Ida Lapp, Chairwoman of the Supervisory Board at Lapp Holding AG 

A remarkable businesswoman turns 80

Stuttgart, May 2010

Ursula Ida Lapp is a remarkable businesswoman who has written German economic history. The Chairwoman of the Supervisory Board at Stuttgart-based Lapp Holding AG will be celebrating her 80th birthday on 30 May 2010. 

Together with her husband Oskar Lapp (1921-1987), Ursula Ida Lapp channelled her passion, energy and feel for market requirements into founding a company of international renown. Today, the Stuttgart-based Lapp Group employs 2600 people and is a global market leader in industrial cables, connection and control cables, data and fibre optic cables, connectors and systems. A network of 40 sales offices, 16 production sites and around 100 agencies guarantees swift availability and proximity to key global markets. The last financial year saw the wholly family-run business post consolidated turnover of EUR 503 million including copper effects.

Along with the company's traditional core industries of mechanical engineering, plant engineering and equipment manufacturing, Lapp products are used wherever reliability and safety are paramount, with the Transrapid in Shanghai, stage technology for Rolling Stones concerts, the Beijing Opera House, the terminals at Munich and Heathrow airports, the Great Pyramid of Giza and the AidaLuna luxury cruise ship just some examples of where the branded products can be found. The Group has a particularly strong presence in the fields of renewable energies, mobility and life science.

The first chapter of the Stuttgart-based Lapp Group's success story was written at the end of the 1950s. Ursula Ida Lapp's husband Oskar Lapp was a gifted inventor and innovator. "My husband was a qualified engineer and he quickly realised that electrical engineers often struggled to match up the right cable ends when connecting cables. Identifying the individual ends involved a time-consuming process known as continuity testing. To make things worse, all the cables were either grey or black, had very large cross-sections and were rather rigid", recalls the company founder, who still comes to work in her office on the 5th floor of the company headquarters each day.

In response to this problem, Oskar Lapp invented coloured cables with significantly smaller diameters. A cable manufacturer based in the German city of Wuppertal took Lapp's designs and used them to manufacture the first prototypes. The first industrially manufactured connection and control cable was born. Another innovation followed in the form of the ÖLFLEX® brand name for the products. Coined by the Lapps, the name became synonymous with extremely oil-resistant and flexible cables.

U.I. Lapp KG was founded in 1959 with a bank loan of DM 50,000. U.I. stands for Ursula Ida. It all started in the couple's garage in the Vaihingen region of Stuttgart. Ursula Ida Lapp recalls the early days: "My husband took care of the field work and visited companies who we thought could use our ÖLFLEX® products. This generated our first orders." During this time, Ursula Ida Lapp stayed at home to look after their three young children. In the evenings she wrote advertising letters and took care of the bookkeeping. She often drove to the freight depot with the cart to pick up the ordered cables (which were delivered in bundles), label them and then send them straight off on their onward journey.

ÖLFLEX® delivered the right product at the right time and set quality standards that are still applicable around the world today in the field of cable production. The range even offered ready-made cable looms containing up to 130 coloured cables. The demand was huge. In 1963, the Lapps set up their first factory to manufacture the ÖLFLEX® cables in-house. Two years later, in 1965, the company moved to Schulze-Delitzsch-Straße in the Vaihingen area of Stuttgart, where the headquarters of the successful group remain to this day.

Following Oskar Lapp's death in 1987 after a long battle with a heart condition, Ursula Ida Lapp took over leadership of the company together with her sons Siegbert and Andreas. The company continued to increase its presence on the international stage and today it is represented in all key markets around the world – either by its own companies or by agencies.

With a product portfolio of some 40,000 items, the Lapp Group is now one of the most important manufacturers and suppliers of innovative connection technology, as well as a system supplier that offers its customers bespoke connections of the highest quality. Its world-famous brands include ÖLFLEX® connection and control cables, UNITRONIC® data cables, HITRONIC® fibre optic cables, SKINTOP® screwed cable glands, SILVYN® cable protection and guiding systems, FLEXIMARK® marking systems, EPIC® industrial connectors and ETHERLINE® data transmission systems for ETHERNET technology. 

Ursula Ida Lapp played a key part in shaping the company's philosophy. The international family-run company nurtures and practises an individual corporate culture that lives by its values of customer centricity, friendliness, innovation and a passion for success. Other focus areas include sustainable business and responsibility for employees.

The company assumes a social responsibility born out of conviction. The Oskar Lapp Foundation was founded in 1992 in memory of Oskar Lapp to support research into heart disease, while the Oskar Lapp Academy offers an extensive range of further education courses to promote the development of employees and trainees. The company also organises a wide range of staff events around the world, including the annual international football and volleyball tournament. Siegbert Lapp is involved with the Kind e. V. association, which strives to provide better care choices for children of working parents, while Andreas Lapp is Honorary Consul of the Republic of India. Ursula Ida Lapp's youngest son Volker does not work for the Lapp Group.

"My greatest wish is that my grandchildren continue the work that my husband started", explains Ursula Ida Lapp. The way is smoothed for them to do just that.
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Caption: Ursula Ida Lapp at her desk in the company's Stuttgart headquarters

Picture (jpg) and text (doc) available from www.lappkabel.de
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